" Every sin, consequently, must involve the germ of madness; for it is nothing less than the revolt of the mind from itself, and from its truth and objectivity in God. Nevertheless, as long as the sinner is able to maintain his Ego?which, in imagination, he has set up as the master both of himself and the world?in this untruth, so long docs the delusion of sin appear outwardly as consistency, understanding, or truth; the madness remains as yet inclosed in the germ, and in its view of the world and of itself, the mind still preserves its adherence. When, however, through the might of circumstances, or the weakness of the body, which -must supply the mind with food and vigour for its activity, the sinner's mental energy is broken, and he can no longer maintain his Ego in this fancied supremacy, while, at the same time, he is unable to cast off the strong fetters of his sin, and to throw himself upon the mercies of God, then does madness burst from the bud, and becomes total, both inwardly and outwardly. It 
